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PEWSEY COMMUNITY AREA PARTNERSHIP (PCAP) 

Thursday 25th June 2015 
7pm at Stanton St Bernard Village Hall 

 

MINUTES 
Present 

Cllr Dawn Wilson 
WfCAP,  PCAP Chair 
Wilcot & Huish (With Oare) Parish Council 

Cllr Peter Deck 
Pewsey Parish Council  
PCAP Sub Group Lead – Planning and Crime & Community Safety 

Cllr Colin Gale 
Rushall Parish Council, CATG Chair  
PCAP Sub Group Lead – Transport 

Cllr Carolyn Whistler 
North Newnton Parish Council 
PCAP Sub Group Lead – Countryside & Environment 

Karen Brown Pewsey Community Youth Officer, Wiltshire Council 

Cllr Stephen Hepworth Alton Parish Council 

Sgt Clare Wallace Pewsey Neighbourhood Police Team 

PC Teresa Herbert Pewsey Neighbourhood Police Team 

Susie Brew PCAP Coordinator  

 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked everyone to introduce themselves.   
 

2. Minutes 
The Minutes of the PCAP meeting of Thursday 8th January 2015 were approved (proposed Cllr Colin Gale, 
seconded Patrick Wilson) and signed off.   
 

3. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from:  

Mike Franklin Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Service 
Jacki Barnwell Ham PC 
Paul Cowan Upavon Parish Council 
Nicola Gilbert PCAP Sub Group Lead - Education & Life-long Learning 
Dee Nix PCAP Sub Group Lead - Health & Social Care 
Iona Hassan Pewsey Environmental Action Team (PEAT) 
Patrick Wilson Pewsey and District Chamber of Commerce  

PCAP Vice-Chair 
Cllr Peter Bell Marden Parish Council 
Cllr Paul Oatway Wiltshire County Council 

 
4. Declarations of Interest 

None received. 
 

5. Election PCAP Chair & Vice-Chair 
Dawn Wilson stepped down as Chair of PCAP.  Susie Brew asked for nominations for the role of Chair of 
PCAP, Dawn Wilson was nominated, Colin Gale proposed and Peter Deck seconded. 
Patrick Wilson was nominated in his absence as Vice-Chair by Dawn Wilson, which was proposed by Colin 
Gale and seconded by Peter Deck. 
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6. Crime & Community Safety & Police Report 
Dawn Wilson thanked the Pewsey Neighbourhood Police Team for all their hard work and the impressive 
results in the reduction of crime, particularly given the constraints on resource that they have been 
experiencing. 
 
Sgt Wallace confirmed that crime was low and most of the figures were heading in a downward 
direction. 
 
Sgt Wallace also highlighted that beauty spot theft is once again increasing during the summer months.  
Posters and leaflets on vehicle theft were being distributed to locals as well as visitors.  People should 
also not put valuables in the boot of the car – thieves are generally surveying the popular areas, 
sometimes looking like they are dog walkers, and will break into boots if they see things being put in 
there. 
 
With regard to the replacement for PC Richard Barratt, PC Dave McAlmont will be starting on 6th July, 
coming over from the Crime Management Unit.  There will be a one week handover before PC Barratt 
moves into his Marlborough role.  PC Barratt will also be acting Sargeant when Sgt Wallace isn’t 
available for both Pewsey and Marlborough. 
 
Steve Hepworth inquired about an incident at Alton Priors at the weekend, but because it was early 
hours it would not have involved the Neighbourhood Police Team. 
 
Colin Gale updated the meeting about the break ins during the village day in Rushall, where one of his 
neighbours was assaulted when he approached the thieves. 
 
Sgt Wallace highlighted the importance of people reporting any suspicious activity – part of a number 
plate, unfamiliar vehicles in the area, all of this can build up a picture and link other reports which 
then enable arrests to be made. 
 
Sgt Wallace handed out some copies of the new Rural Crime Booklet and PC Teresa Herbert will get 
further copies made available. 
 
Colin Gale confirmed that Rushall was still experiencing excessive speeding, particularly since the 
roadworks.  PC Herbert requested that they let her know a couple of days ahead of when they get the 
Speedwatch equipment so that the NPT can provide some support. 
 
Carolyn Whistler confirmed that speed strips had been requested for the Rushall Road. 
 
Sgt Wallace updated that she is due to go on maternity leave in November and is hoping to come back 
to post. 
 
Peter Deck said that at the previous week’s Pewsey Area Crime & Community Safety (PACCS) meeting, 
concerns had been raised about staffing levels, particularly as PCSO Joe Sadd’s replacement had not yet 
been found, PC Herbert had gone part-time and PC Richard Barratt’s replacement not yet in place.  In 
addition, staff had been abstracted to other work (for example in Swindon) and there had been a 
commitment that abstraction of front line staff would not take place.  To this end, Peter confirmed 
that we would be inviting the Police & Crime Commissioner to the next PACCS meeting on 21st October 
to find out why this is happening and what he intends to do – this is meant as a supportive action to the 
Neighbourhood Police Teams who everyone agrees do a fantastic job with so few people. 
 
At this point, Sgt Wallace confirmed that in fact the unfilled PCSO role had now been removed and that 
the recruitment was no longer taking place.  This therefore leaves the Pewsey Community Area with 2 
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PC’s and 1 PCSO on the front line.  This reduction in staffing numbers has taken place across the 
community areas, so Pewsey is not the only area affected by this decision.   
 
Peter Deck and the other attendees raised serious concerns about the ability of a single PCSO to cover 
both Pewsey East and Pewsey West effectively. 
 
Colin Gale reminded the meeting of the presentation to the Pewsey Area Board in January 2015 when 
the PCC was consulting on a 1.9% increase in the Police Precept and when a commitment to avoiding 
frontline staffing reductions was made. 
 
The PCC will be invited to the next PACCS meeting. 
 
The need for more efficient use of the NPT’s time was discussed – attendance at the quarterly PACCS 
meeting where priorities are set is important as it is unlikely that the NPT will have time to attend 
individual Parish Council meetings unless there is something of significant update.  Susie Brew 
confirmed that the NPT Report is on the PCAP website (www.pewseycap.org.uk) and this can be done 
whenever the report is produced if the NPT sends it to pcap@hotmail.co.uk.  
 
Peter Deck requested that a letter thanking PC Richard Barratt for all his hard work in the Pewsey 
Community Area is sent from PCAP – Dawn Wilson to send. 
 

7. Finance & Funding Strategy 
The Treasurer’s report was read out to the meeting (copy appended to these minutes). 
 
Dawn Wilson confirmed that raising funds to keep PCAP activities going is hard work, but some 
successes have already been achieved - £400 from crowdfunding for the Care Café in Pewsey and £250 
from the Colin Lampard Trust have helped to secure the Café for the next 6 months or more. 
 
Aster Communities are keen to work with PCAP on the Spice Time Credits and have committed £1,000 
towards the build of the spend and earn opportunities in the Pewsey Community Area.  There is also a 
bid underway for Spice Time Credits with the Local Youth Network with a presentation in July to 280 
pupils at the Pewsey Vale School to encourage volunteering and particularly for the youth activities. 
 
The question of whether PCAP should request funding from Parish Councils was raised as some parishes 
may get benefit and others not so, some Parish Councils have surpluses and others don’t.  It is therefore 
difficult to identify a fair approach.  The Funding Strategy will be on the next agenda and will be 
emailed out to Parish Councils. 
 
Carolyn Whistler said that whilst North Newnton would be restricted in what it could give as it is such a 
small parish, but the free use of the hall is on offer.  Dawn Wilson thanked Carolyn for the offer and 
said that it would be most helpful to PCAP. 
 
Colin Gale said that the work Patrick Wilson had done on the accounts was a good job and made the 
PCAP financial situation much clearer. 
 

8. PCAP Constitution Review - Dawn Wilson 
As Wiltshire Council had now removed funding of PCAP, it was necessary to amend references to the 
CAPA (Community Area Partnership Agreement) from the constitution.  As a result, there are some 
small amendments and an inclusion that any requests for PCAP assistance by Wiltshire Council will be 
done on a chargeable basis to cover PCAP costs.  A process for this has been put in place. 
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The amended constitution will be circulated for comments and a request to respond by 3rd July 
(subsequently amended to 10th July).  The final constitution will be signed off at the next PCAP meeting 
and it was agreed the draft amended version should be used in the interim. 
 

9. Parish Issues Review 
More Parish Councils had submitted ‘No Issues’ which is good, however the number of returns is quite 
low still.  Susie confirmed that if the issues are the same as the previous quarter, then a quick email to 
pcap@hotmail.co.uk just stating this is all that is needed rather than filling out the form again. 
 
The main issues are problems resulting from a lack of a replacement of Steve Matthews as there is once 
again a lack of communication and information. 
 
Dawn Wilson is to contact Adrian Hampton at Wiltshire Council with PCAP’s concerns and invite him to 
the next meeting.  The regular meetings with Adrian Hampton (and Steve Matthews) had ceased to take 
place – partly because Steve was no longer there and also as a result of Caroline Brailey going on sick 
leave (and now having since left as well). 
 
Steve Hepworth confirmed that the Parish Steward scheme seems to have disappeared completely.  He 
also confirmed that there had been a Local Highways Service Information Meeting on 30th April, but this 
had not been well communicated. 
 
The other area of major concern is that Caroline Brailey has left Wiltshire Council.  Her role as 
Community Area Manager will not be replaced directly, as whoever replaces Caroline will be 
undertaking the role of Community Engagement Manager, with responsibilities to the Pewsey Campus. 
 
Dawn Wilson will write a letter to Caroline Brailey from PCAP to thank her for her dedication and 
commitment and to highlight her achievements in the Pewsey Community Area over the years.  
Everyone agreed that we had been fortunate to have such a good CAM and that she is missed. 
 

10. Community Area Plan 
a. Crime & Community Safety  

See above. 
b. Health & Social Care – Dee Nix 

Dawn Wilson confirmed that the Pewsey Vale Dementia Awareness Group (PVDAG) has 
now done the first of the monthly Care Cafes in Pewsey at the Scout Hut – information 
has already been sent out to the Parishes and the link can be found here - 
www.pewseycap.org.uk/events/event/care-cafe-3/.  
PVDAG is also running a Music Mirrors workshop for carers and those working in dementia 
– information has already been sent out to the Parishes and the link can be found here - 
www.pewseycap.org.uk/events/event/music-mirrors-workshop/.  Spaces are limited and 
must be booked – email sylvie.clayden@btinternet.com to book. 
 
Colin Gale enquired on what the impact might be on the government requirement for 7 
day service with extended hours.  Peter Deck will check at the next Pewsey Surgery 
meeting next week.  Susie Brew provided the update from the Bedwyn Surgery.  Dawn 
Wilson confirmed this is something that needs to be looked into and the information from 
the surgeries in the area should be shared. 
 
Colin Gale confirmed that the new outpatient clinic at Savernake by the Prospect is on 
schedule to go live in mid-July. 
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c. Economy – Patrick Wilson  
Dawn Wilson confirmed that the Pewsey Vale Tourism Partnership (PVTP) workshop had 
taken place and had provided very useful information.  A follow up survey for those 
businesses who were unable to attend is in the process of being distributed.  Dawn also 
confirmed that PCAP is covering the cost of VisitWiltshire membership for the Pewsey 
Vale for the final time as this will need to be covered by revenue from the PVTP in the 
future. 

d. Transport – Colin Gale 
Highways 
See above. 
Trains 
Recent news that electrification is 1 year behind schedule might be of benefit to Bedwyn 
as their interim shuttle service may be in place for a shorter period of time and at a later 
date.  Pewsey’s service is secured so there will be no impact for Pewsey. 
Buses 
The Pewsey-Devizes bus service review continues and the pilot will start on 17th August.  
PCAP and DCAP are having a marketing meeting on 3rd July.  Notice of the progress and 
the pilot service has gone out to Parish Councils.  Help is needed with the marketing 
group. 
Colin confirmed that the new service contract is not likely to be in place for the 5 years 
originally intended, but should be more than 1 year.  However this is complicated by the 
need to hire buses and the contracts for these are at least 4 years. 
There will be a series of review meetings on Public Transport, the most local one to 
Pewsey is at the Corn Exchange in Devizes on 13th July and they are looking at how to cut 
a further £500k from the Public Transport budget. 

e. Planning – Peter Deck 
Pewsey NDP – on 17th April the Inspector’s report recommended the NDP go to 
referendum which Wiltshire Council will manage.  The date is being finalised. 
Wootton Rivers and Burbage are progressing their plans. 
For every successful NDP, Wiltshire Council receives £30k. 

f. Education & Lifelong Learning – Nicola Gilbert 
Youth Services – Karen Young 
Karen confirmed that she will be presenting some activities for funding at the next Area 
Board, including archery at Upavon, an ice skating trip, dance classes at Woodborough 
and Zorb football at Pewsey all for 13 to 19 year olds. 
Karen has been running engagement afternoons in the villages to get ideas and get 
people involved.  Funding is available for these activities and MPV’s are available to 
transport people. 
Karen has also managed to get involved with the Army Welfare Service in Tidworth for 
joint activities.  In Upavon, Karen has young people involved and keen, but no adults 
coming forward to run it. 
The Magna Carta procession went well and Pewsey Vale School did a great job on the 
barons.  Dawn Wilson thanked Karen for picking up the responsibility for organising the 
procession as it was a very short timescale. 

g. Environment – Carolyn Whistler 
Carolyn Whistler confirmed that there are no major updates. 
Susie Brew confirmed that PCAP had received an invitation in the last day to another 
Technical Workshop for the Pylon Project.  Susie will contact the NWD AONB to confirm 
attendance and will ask whether there is any information required from the Parishes 
before the meeting. 
Carolyn confirmed that the new opening hours for local recycling centres are being 
implemented from 13th July. 

http://www.facebook.com/pewseycap


 

 
 

Alton, Beechingstoke, Burbage, Buttermere, Charlton and Wilsford, Chirton & Conock, Easton, Grafton, Great Bedwyn, Ham, 
Little Bedwyn, Manningford, Marden, Milton Lilbourne, North Newnton, Patney, Pewsey, Rushall, Shalbourne, Stanton St 

Bernard, Upavon, Wilcot and Huish (with Oare), Woodborough, Wootton Rivers 
www.pewseycap.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/pewseycap 
@pewseycap 

2015-06-25 Minutes v1 Final  Page 6 of 6 

Colin Gale understood that there would be representatives from Wiltshire Council at 
Everleigh on 27th / 28th June to speak to people about the changes, but it hadn’t been 
advertised.  Susie to find out more and let parishes know. 

h. Culture, Heritage & Leisure – Position Vacant 
Dawn confirmed that the Pewsey Arts Walk was a great success with lots of people and 
cafes and bars open during the day.  This is hopefully going to be an annual event. 

i. Vice-Chair Management Group – Patrick Wilson 
Patrick Wilson’s report is attached to the minutes. 

j. Treasurer’s Report – Acting Treasurer, Patrick Wilson 
Patrick Wilson’s report is attached to the minutes.  

k. WfCAP Report – Dawn Wilson 
Dawn confirmed that Laura Pictor no longer works at WfCAP as the funding from Wiltshire 
Council has been withdrawn.  Dawn is still working at WfCAP and it is being run on the 
lowest possible costs.  Swindon has now re-joined WfCAP.  Two trustees have been 
recruited to replace those who have stepped down.  WfCAP is looking for a Treasurer.  
WfCAP has funding to keep going until March 2016.  The WfCAP AGM and forum will be in 
Pewsey in July – details to be confirmed. 
 

11.  Area Board & Council News – Paul Oatway 
Paul was unable to attend due to a clash with a Wiltshire Council Planning meeting.  Susie Brew 
confirmed that Paul had provided an update on Steve Matthews’ and Caroline Brailey’s 
replacements to say that neither he nor Jerry (Kunkler) were aware of Caroline’s replacement 
yet and that Steve’s replacement will be arriving soon (currently working in Salisbury). 
 

12. Items for Next Agenda 
None raised but all were agreed that Parish Councils’ attention should be drawn to the issues 
with Police resourcing. 
Susie Brew confirmed that the next meeting was due on 24th September but that again clashes 
with a planning meeting at Wiltshire Council.  Preference from attendees was that it should 
continue on a Thursday but it should be moved to enable Wiltshire Councillors to attend.  Susie 
will rearrange. 

 
The meeting ended at 9.10pm. 

The next meeting - to be confirmed 
Future dates and venues are available on the website – www.pewseycap.org.uk/events 

 
Contact: Susie Brew – PCAP Coordinator pcap@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 
Signed ___________________________________________    Date _______________ 

Dawn Wilson, Chair PCAP 
Future meetings: 
To be confirmed 
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