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PEWSEY COMMUNITY AREA PARTNERSHIP (PCAP) 

Thursday 8th January 2015 
7pm at Marden Village Hall 

 

MINUTES 
Present 

Cllr Dawn Wilson 
WfCAP,  PCAP Chair 
Wilcot & Huish (With Oare) Parish Council 

Patrick Wilson 
Pewsey and District Chamber of Commerce  
PCAP Vice-Chair 

Cllr Peter Deck 
Pewsey Parish Council  
PCAP Sub Group Lead – Planning and Crime & Community Safety 

Cllr Colin Gale 
Rushall Parish Council, CATG Chair  
PCAP Sub Group Lead – Transport 

Caroline Brailey Pewsey Community Area Manager Wiltshire Council 

Cllr Paul Oatway Wiltshire County Council 

Cllr Carolyn Whistler 
North Newnton Parish Council  
PCAP Sub Group Lead – Environment 

Cllr Peter Bell Marden Parish Council 

Gill Coggins Marden Parish Council Clerk 

Cllr Tony McGarry Wootton Rivers Parish Council 

Cllr Nigel Thursby Patney Parish Council  

Cllr Mary Gilmore Charlton & Wilsford Parish Council 

Cllr Neil Golding Charlton & Wilsford Parish Council 

Cllr Peter Williams Upavon Parish Council 

Cllr Margaret Holden Easton Parish Council  

Cllr Steve Hepworth Alton Parish Council 

Cllr Dee Nix 
Wilcot & Huish (With Oare) Parish Council  
PCAP Sub Group Lead – Heath & Social Care 

Sgt Clare Wallace Wiltshire Police 

Iona Hassan PEAT     

Hew Helps Easton Royal 

Karen Brown Pewsey Community Youth Officer, Wiltshire Council 

Nicola Gilbert 
Pewsey Primary School & Cluster Lead  
PCAP Sub Group Lead – Education & Lifelong Learning 

Susie Brew PCAP Coordinator  

 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked everyone to introduce themselves.   
 

2. Minutes 
The Minutes of the PCAP meeting of Thursday 16th October 2014 were approved (proposed Cllr Colin 
Gale, seconded Patrick Wilson) and signed off.   
 

3. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from:  

Tesher Fitzpatrick Great Bedwyn Parish Council 
Col Gosling Upavon  
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4. Declarations of Interest 

None received. 
 

5. Crime & Community Safety (moved up the agenda on request) 
Sgt Clare Wallace presented the latest Pewsey NPT Report for January 2015, showing the crime 
figures for 2014. 
Overall all types of crime had reduced which is a good result and reflects the priorities of the Police 
Team.  The only area of crime which had increased is Violence against the Person which had 
increased by 16.1% which is largely down to one particular family and is domestic violence rather 
than out on the street.  The Police are working with other agencies to deal with this. 
The message not to leave valuables in parked cars is a constant battle with people continuing to 
leave things, but the recent poster and education campaigns have made some inroads. 
Many of the burglaries are down to insecure buildings and the public are urged to report any 
suspicious vehicles or behaviour as this often is linked. 
The Team now has the use of drug sniffer dogs when out on patrol and this has been very useful 
particularly in pubs. 
A recent day of road safety with the traffic teams was extremely successful and Sgt Wallace is 
hoping another day will be possible in 2015. 
 
Peter Deck provided an update on the most recent PACCS (Pewsey Area Crime & Community Safety) 
meeting from November in which the priorities for the area were agreed as: 
 Speeding in Milton Lilbourne, Easton Royal and Oare; 
 Anti-social behaviour in Pewsey. 
The Community Message Scheme was also discussed and the take up is good.  This scheme sends 
through emails about local crime and community safety incidents automatically if you are registered 
with the scheme.  Peter urged Parish Councils to enrol and to spread the word.  Sgt Wallace added 
that the Pewsey NPT have a Facebook page and a Twitter account and that people can follow them 
through those social media channels.  For non-urgent enquiries or advice, you can also message the 
team via Facebook or tweet them. 
Tony McGarry (Wootton Rivers) said that most of their residents had signed up to the Community 
Messaging system and it was working well.  He also reported a suspicious car at Martinsell Hill 
recently and it turned out to be 4 people from Salisbury who were known for burglaries – so it is 
always worth reporting suspicious incidents. 
 

6. Neighbourhood Planning 
Peter Deck (Pewsey) confirmed that the Pewsey NDP had been out for consultation which completed 
on 17th December.  Wiltshire Council has now applied for third party examination which is now in 
progress. 
 
Tony McGarry (Wootton Rivers) confirmed that Wootton Rivers has now decided to go ahead with a 
Neighbourhood Development Plan.  The population of the parish is 220, so it is very small and their 
decision to go ahead was because the old Design Statement did not carry the same weight as an NDP.  
They initially got agreement from Wiltshire Council, then set up a steering group and have been 
working with an advisor in Trowbridge.  They aim to complete the NDP by March 2016.  The rationale 
to go ahead was not because of a ‘nimby’ mind-set but because they wanted to control the village’s 
development rather than it just happening – they have experienced situations where houses have 
been built that have been inappropriate. 
 
Colin Gale (Rushall) pointed out that the advice from Wiltshire Council had previously been that 
development control in such rural areas would be covered by the Wiltshire Core Strategy and so 
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there was no need to have an NDP as well.  Tony said that David King and the Planning Department 
in Wiltshire Council had advised them that they should have an NDP.  Patrick Wilson pointed out that 
it may be because Wootton Rivers does want some development, that an NDP has been advised. 
 
Burbage Parish Council had not provided an update. 
 

7. Update from Pewsey Environmental Action Team (PEAT) 
Iona Hassan provided an update on PEAT’s activities over the last 12 months and the plans for 2015.   
Wildflower planting, particularly on verges, had been very successful with some now in Pewsey and 
Huish.  A Butterfly Area has been planted at Pewsey Primary School. 
The More Than Honey film was shown at the end of May.   
PEAT has also set up hives to increase bee numbers, rather than honey collection, and the idea will 
be to split the colonies for other parishes. 
In order to raise funds to finance the set-up of the hives, a ceilidh is planned for 21st March at the 
Bouverie Hall – The Bees’ Knees. 
PEAT will be holding a Green Hustings in the run up to the election at the Bouverie Hall. 
Project Wild Thing is a national project aimed at getting children back in touch with nature and 
events will be planned to support this in the Pewsey area. 
Iona said that PEAT will run another Green Homes event if there is time to organise it.  This was very 
successful in 2014 when people opened their homes to the public to visit to see their 
environmentally friendly power solutions, such as solar panels, biomass boilers, etc. 
Superstrings, which Iona is also involved in, is a music charity which now also includes other 
instruments.  They continue to work with the schools and Pewsey Primary did a concert last year. 
 

8. Pewsey Vale Tourism Partnership (PVTP) 
Patrick Wilson updated the meeting on the progress of the PVTP which has come about as a result of 
the Tourism Matters event in Pewsey at the end of September.  PVTP will exist to explore 
opportunities to enhance tourism across the Vale.  Devizes has done a similar thing, led by Tony 
Aldridge, who is now also assisting us.  There were 18 people at the kick off meeting just before 
Christmas, but only 7 were directly from the tourism economy.  Others included the NWD AONB and 
the Visit Wiltshire CEO.  Patrick asked parish councils to make sure that any tourism-related 
businesses in their areas are engaged with the PVTP and encourage them to take part (they can 
email pcap@hotmail.co.uk).   
The next meeting is at The Bruce Arms, courtesy of Matt Jump, where the Terms of Reference and 
Implementation Plan will be discussed.  It is proposed that the PVTP would be a community interest 
company in order to be able to access grants and funding.  However in order to get it up and 
running, Patrick will chair the group in the interim and it will sit as a group within PCAP which has 
funded the Pewsey Vale page on Visit Wiltshire for the last 2 years. 
Peter Bell (Marden) highlighted the publication of the Avebury and Stonehenge World Heritage Site 
Management Plan which is now out for consultation until the end of January and urged parish 
councils to review it.  There are copies (approximately 200 pages) of the consultation at all the 
libraries and it is available on the internet 
(http://www.stonehengeandaveburywhs.org/management-of-whs/stonehenge-and-avebury-whs-
management-plan-2015/).  
 
Colin Gale (Rushall) said that a fishing, walking and shooting activity centre is being planned on the 
edge of Rushall on Rushall Drove. 
 

9. Army Basing Programme 
Paul Oatway attended a meeting at Durrington the previous evening on the programme, which is 
making progress and planning applications are being submitted.  The main one for the Pewsey Area is 
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the work in Upavon which is due for submission in December 2015, although the documentation is 
well underway already. 
Colin Gale raised a concern that the master plan seems to be underway but it was not supposed to 
be accepted because of the outstanding items which included the issues with the A342 and the A345, 
particularly with northward traffic at weekend rather than army manoeuvres.  Paul Oatway 
confirmed that these issues were still on the table and he is ensuring that they are not forgotten. 
 
(Issue raised unrelated to Army Basing Programme) Colin Gale raised the issue about the A345 being 
closed from 2nd February to 27th February for Wessex Water to deal with sewage issues and the A345 
being closed later in the year for 12 weeks for bridge repairs.  Paul Oatway confirmed that he is still 
discussing the possibility of the road closures being partial rather than complete, particularly with 
regard to the impact on local businesses. 
 

10. Great Stones Way 
Paul Oatway confirmed the current situation in which the parishes which are impacted were not 
consulted by the Friends of the Ridgeway who have been marketing the Great Stones Way walking 
route.  Wiltshire Council are also not in favour of the approach from the Friends of the Ridgeway, 
with illegal signs being put up on private land.  Therefore there has been a position of no dialogue 
with the Friends of the Ridgeway up to this point. 
 
Richard Broadhead from Wiltshire Council is of the opinion that there should be no discussion, but 
Paul asked the parishes to decide on whether they would like to change the position in 2015. 
 
If the parishes would like to have a meeting with the Friends of the Ridgeway, then this could be 
done as part of the Area Board meeting or as a special one-off. 
 
Peter Bell (Marden) said that a letter had been sent from Ian Ritchie (Chair, Friends of The 
Ridgeway), who is the main instigator of The Great Stones Way.  The letter states that Ian Ritchie 
would be standing down at the AGM on 26th April 2015. 
The main concern has been the figures put forward by Ian Ritchie of 400,000 visitors walking the 
GSW every year, which is clearly not sustainable, but was put forward in order to obtain EU funding.  
With 1.3 million visitors to Stonehenge and 350,000 to Avebury every year, it is unlikely that this 
estimated figure is in any way accurate. 
 
Peter Bell proposed there should be a meeting with Ian Ritchie, Richard Broadhead and all the 
impacted parishes to ascertain what is a realistic figure and to understand the implications – for 
example on parking, other historic sites en route (such as Marden Henge).  The current proposed 
route is very confusing and an alternative route should be proposed where there is opportunity for an 
economic benefit (e.g. through Pewsey).  Mary Gilmore (Charlton & Wilsford) confirmed that their 
experience of The Friends of the Ridgeway had also been very frustrating. 
 
Susie and Paul to organise a meeting date. 
 

11. Parish Issues Review 
Highways issues continue to be the area of most concern.  Grass cutting and the Parish Steward 
Scheme are both under review at Wiltshire Council currently and are the two main areas of concern 
for the parishes, so we should know more in the next few months.  Six new tankers are now available 
for flushing drains. 
Issues are being progressed with the parishes and updates can be found on the report.  There was 
good news on the issue regarding the Little Bedwyn Pump House in which Thames Water needed to 
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complete work there to avoid a repetition of the flooding problems last year in Great Bedwyn in that 
the budget had been allocated so now it was a case of getting the necessary road closures in place. 
 

12. Community Area Plan 
a. Crime & Community Safety  

See above. 
b. Health & Social Care – Dee Nix 

Dee confirmed that the focus is now on dementia support and diagnosis in the 4 
surgeries in the Vale.  Pewsey Vale Dementia Awareness Group (PVDAG) has been set 
up to look at issues and initiatives in the area.  One of the main issues is that one of 
the surgeries has not had any dementia referrals for 6 months and this is currently 
being reviewed by Wiltshire Healthwatch. 
The priority from the JSA was that of men’s health and this will progress soon. 
Dee asked for anyone who is interested in Health and Social Care to help her on this 
sub-group (they do not need to be a parish councillor necessarily, just have an interest 
and be resident it the Pewsey Community Area). 
In her role as a governor of the Ambulance Trust, Dee has proposed that the next PCAP 
meeting has Ambulance Issues as an agenda item and she will invite someone to 
discuss this. 

c. Economy – Patrick Wilson  
See above (PVTP). 

d. Transport – Colin Gale 
The bus consultation took place as planned, with a drop in session on 11th November in 
Pewsey and a public meeting on 12th November in Devizes.  The subsequent 
questionnaire had a slow response and closed on the 10th December.  102 surveys were 
submitted which was disappointing, considering the effort that had been put in in 
terms of distributing them.  We are now waiting for the outcome from Wiltshire 
Council and in the meantime discussing possible marketing of the amended service 
once it is in place. 
Network Rail has published their Western Route Draft Study for consultation which 
closes on 9th January 2015.  PCAP has worked with the Bedwyn and Pewsey Passenger 
Groups and has submitted a response to the consultation.  The main issues are that of 
electrification, the strategy for which is being refreshed and is not currently available 
and that of the proposed change in calling stations in order to make journeys from 
Devon and Cornwall quicker, however the report does not state which stations will be 
affected. 
Patrick Wilson confirmed that the SWLEP is keen for electrification to continue further 
into the south west, with a particular concern that there will be inadequate rail 
provision for servicing branch lines e.g. Hinckley Point.  Patrick will check that the 
SWLEP has made a submission on this consultation. 

e. Planning – Peter Deck 
Responses to the consultation on the Pewsey NDP had been very positive. 
The Wiltshire Core Strategy will be adopted on 20th January 2015. 
Wiltshire Council has sent out a letter regarding procedures for TPO trees and trees in 
conservation areas.  Peter will send a copy to be circulated with these minutes. 

f. Education & Lifelong Learning – Nicola Gilbert 
St John’s School has formed the Excalibur Academies Trust, which incorporates the 
primary academies of Burbage and Easton Royal.  They have the 2016/2017 Admissions 
Policy out for consultation currently which proposes that any child in the Trust schools 
has priority.  This raises various issues.  Pewsey Vale is also looking to change to a 
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prioritised process as well.  Nicola urged parish councils to have a look at the 
consultation document. 
Karen Young updated the meeting on the recent project at Pewsey Fire Station which 
was a taster session for virtual media projects with Create Studios.  An animation 
which is available on line - http://www.sparksite.co.uk/entries/pewsey_mash_up - is 
a ‘Wallace & Grommet’ type animation on road safety.  Another session is planned for 
February with a full project taking place over 6 weeks after that. 
Woodborough Social Club has offered free use of the club for a dance group or table 
tennis with a coach and Karen is looking into this. 
The Local Youth Network (LYN) is having a launch in February with an ice rink at the 
Co-op in Pewsey, where young people will be able to get involved and start to put 
forward their ideas for activities. 
Karen asked parish councils to let her know if there are youngsters in their parishes 
would have ideas on things they want to do and for them to contact her – 
Karen.brown@wiltshire.gov.uk.  

g. Environment – Carolyn Whistler 
See above (PEAT update). 

h. Culture, Heritage & Leisure – Position Vacant 
No update. 

i. Vice-Chair Management Group – Patrick Wilson 
Patrick confirmed that due to constraints on her time, Nicola Gilbert was no longer on 
the Management Group. 

j. Treasurer’s Report – Vee Thursby 
Patrick confirmed that the Treasurer’s Report shows just over £7.5k in reserves, and 
recent expenditure has included the Road Art project, hall hire, costs for the 
Coordinator and the PCAP website. 
Susie confirmed that the hire of Bouverie Hall for the bus consultation had not yet 
been invoiced – Colin confirmed that Devizes CAP had claimed for their room hire 
expenses for the bus consultation from Wiltshire Council.  Susie to chase for invoice. 

k. WfCAP Report – Dawn Wilson 
WfCAP is due to have a meeting with Wiltshire Councillor and Cabinet Member for 
Communities Jonathon Seed to demonstrate the value of CAP’s but this meeting has 
been postponed.  WfCAP has estimated that there is a return of 600% for each £1 
spent by Wiltshire Council on CAP’s through voluntary work.  This report will be made 
available once the meeting has taken place.  The latest WfCAP newsletter with 
project ideas and funding information is available now (www.wfcap.org).  
Dawn also highlighted the No Cold Calling Zones (NCCZ’s) that Wiltshire Council have 
made available to parish councils to protect vulnerable people living in an area within 
a village. 
 

13.  Area Board & Council News – Paul Oatway 
Recycling bin consultation has completed and the results are expected soon. 
Wiltshire Council budget setting for 2015/2016 – there are a number of sessions available 
where Wiltshire Council will be setting out the budgets - 
http://pewsey.ourcommunitymatters.org.uk/news/help-the-council-sets-its-budget/ - the 
one in Devizes is on 3rd February at 5.30pm.  There will be further cuts.  
Paul urged parish councils to look at reviewing their precepts to provide additional services 
that may be important to their residents (e.g. additional grass cutting).  Steve Hepworth 
(Alton) confirmed that they received no complaints when they increased their precept. 
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Paul Oatway confirmed that there is a proposal from the PCC to increase their precept by 6p 
per week per household (Band D) to cover the reduction in central funding and that would be 
discussed at the Area Board on the 12th January. 

 
Dawn Wilson confirmed that the meeting on the 26th February at Great Bedwyn will not take 
place and so the next meeting is on Thursday 30th April at Wootton Rivers Village Hall. 
 

14. Items for Next Agenda 
Ambulance Service issues. 
MyEnvolve update. 

 
The meeting ended at 9pm. 

 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 30th April 2015 at  

Wootton Rivers Village Hall, Wiltshire SN8 4NH  
at 7pm  

Future dates and venues are available on the website – www.pewseycap.org.uk/events   
 

Contact: Susie Brew – PCAP Coordinator pcap@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
Signed ___________________________________________    Date _______________ 

 
Dawn Wilson, Chair PCAP 

 
 
 
 
Future meetings: 

30
th
 April 2015 – 7pm – at Wootton Rivers Village Hall 

25
th
 June 2015 – 7pm – at Stanton St Bernard Village Hall 

3
rd

 September 2015 – 7pm - tbc 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/pewseycap
http://www.pewseycap.org.uk/events
mailto:pcap@hotmail.co.uk

