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PEWSEY COMMUNITY AREA PARTNERSHIP (PCAP) 

Thursday 24th April 2014 
7pm at Coronation Hall, Alton Barnes 

 

MINUTES 
Present 
Patrick Wilson Pewsey and District Chamber of Commerce, PCAP Vice 

Chair & Acting Chair 
Cllr Peter Deck   Pewsey PC and Sub Group Lead – Planning and Crime 

& Community Safety 
Cllr Colin Gale    Rushall Parish Council, CATG Chair, Sub Group Lead –  
     Transport 
Cllr Steve Hepworth   Alton Parish Council 
Cllr Hew Helps   Easton Parish Council 
Cllr Margaret Holden   Easton Parish Council 
Cllr Dawn Wilson   Wilcot & Huish (With Oare) Parish Council, WfCAP 
Cllr Carolyn Whistler   North Newnton Parish Council, PCAP Sub Group Lead –  
     Environment 
Cllr Dee Nix    Wilcot & Huish (With Oare) Parish Council, PCAP Sub 

Group Lead - Health 
Cllr Peter Bell    Marden Parish Council 
Cllr Neil Golding   Charlton & Wilsford Parish Council 
PC Richard Barrett   Wiltshire Police 
Cllr Paul Oatway   Wiltshire County Council 
Caroline Brailey   Wiltshire Council 
Robin Dudney    Pewsey Community Area WW1 Event Vice Chair 
Major General Michael Walsh  Pewsey Community Area WW1 Event Chair 
Susie Brew    PCAP coordinator & Grafton Parish Council 
 
 

1) Welcome and Introductions 
The Vice-Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and asked everyone to introduce 
themselves.   
 

2) Minutes 
The Minutes of the PCAP meeting of Thursday 6th February 2014 were approved (to be 
signed).   
 

3) Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Bob King, Nicola Gilbert, Vee Thursby, Iona Hassan, 
Woodborough Parish Council, Mike Franklin (Wiltshire Fire), Mary Soellner (Good 
Neighbours). 
 

4) Declarations of Interest 
None received. 
 

5) Pewsey Community Area WW1 Commemoration Event 
Robin Dudney and Major General Michael Walsh made a presentation on the proposed 
event at East Grafton for Sunday 3rd August 2014 to remember and commemorate those in 
our parishes who fought and fell in the First World War.  The notes from the presentation 
are attached to these minutes. 
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The day will commence at St Nicholas Church in East Grafton with children from around 
the Community Area laying posies at the War Memorial, followed by an event on the Green 
with displays of projects from schools and other WW1 memorabilia.  The Band and Bugles 
of The Rifles will be present throughout the day.  People are invited to picnic on the 
Green whilst listening to the music and narrations from WW1. 
 
The Event Committee has submitted two grant requests – one to the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and the other to the Armed Forces Community Covenant.  The outcome of these 
applications will not be known until the end of May/beginning of June.  As a back-up plan, 
companies will be approached to see how they may be able to help, either through 
monetary donations or by donating goods or services for the event day. 
 
Dawn Wilson suggested contacting the Wiltshire & Swindon Community Foundation 
(http://www.wscf.org.uk/) which allows grants for non-capital expenditure.  There is also 
a list of local notable people who may also be able to help which Dawn will forward. 
Patrick Wilson suggested companies who have a community involvement, such as 
contractors involved with the Army.  He will send a list through. 
Peter Bell suggested approaching companies in the area who were around in 1914 – 
perhaps to provide a donation but also contribute material to the displays. 
 
Patrick Wilson thanked Robin and Michael for the presentation and confirmed that PCAP is 
supportive of the event. 
 

6) Pewsey Change Programme 
a. Constitution 

The PCAP Constitution was approved and adopted. 
b. PCAP Plan 

The PCAP Plan (v11) was adopted and will be presented at the next Pewsey 
Area Board. 

 
7) Parish Issues Review 

The main areas for issues were Road Repairs and Flooding. 
Paul Oatway updated the meeting that there is a 6-page list of road repairs (to be done 
between now and 2020 in the county, with a shorter list of priorities for 2014 and 2015) 
presented at the next Pewsey Area Board on 12th May as a rolling programme.  Patrick 
Wilson pointed out that the surveys had been done by machine and Steve Hepworth was 
concerned that this was the case, as a recent survey by machine had failed to pick up the 
worst stretch of road surface in Alton Priors. 
 
The Parish Issues Survey this quarter highlighted that the issues with regard to road repairs 
related to things being promised but not delivered, lack of a plan and the poor quality of 
repairs that were done.  Dee Nix described an example of a lack of proper priority setting 
in Oare as well as an incident where one pothole was filled in but the others surrounding it 
were not. 
 
Patrick Wilson was concerned that according to Kristian Price of Highways at the recent 
CATG meeting, the Wiltshire Council officers do not have a remit to deal with PCAP. 
 
Steve Hepworth and Neil Golding pointed out that there is a Highways & Streetscene 
meeting scheduled for 27th May.  No one else was aware of the Highways meeting.  Steve 
and Neil to send Susie any information they have.  Caroline Brailey to investigate with 
Steve Matthews. 
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The Parish Steward system which used to work quite well is no longer sound – North 
Newnton has not seen a Parish Steward for 6 months and Alton Parish had been missed off 
the schedule completely. 
 
It was agreed that Caroline Brailey and Susie Brew would put a summary together on the 
issues that Parish Councils are having with the service management in Highways which will 
be presented at the next Area Board on 12th May. 
 
With regard to flooding, a good example of a Flood Action Plan from Bedwyn had been the 
basis for the Pewsey Flood Action Plan.  Members of the meeting were interested in seeing 
the plan so that they could see whether it could be implemented in their parishes.  Peter 
Deck will send the Pewsey Plan to Susie Brew for dissemination. 
 
The complexity of resolving flooding issues normally relates to ascertaining who is actually 
responsible for the area concerned – e.g. ditches, lanes, verges, fields, streams - and 
often requires a collaborative approach.  Flooding has been exacerbated by inadequate 
pipes being laid and ditches filled in around them – they simply can’t cope or get blocked. 
 
Paul Oatway raised concerns that if the flooding problems are not sorted out now, then we 
will all be in the same situation come the autumn and urged parishes to do what they can 
now.   
 
Caroline Brailey will find out whether there was an expert at Wiltshire Council who could 
help parishes in putting their plans together and perhaps this could be run as a group 
session.   
 

8) Q&A Community Area Reports  
a) Crime and Community Safety – Peter Deck 

Peter Deck confirmed that there had not been a PACCS meeting since the last 
PCAP meeting, as the next one is scheduled for Wednesday 30th April.  This 
meeting will focus on Canal Issues, as well as the usual agenda items. 
Richard Barrett provided a report for the Pewsey Community Area, showing a 
downward trend in most crime types.  The increase of Violence against the 
Person had increased due to a couple of incidents in Pewsey, which did not 
endanger the public generally.  However Vehicle Crime, which includes thefts 
from vehicles, continues to be very stubborn.  From the Police’s point of view, 
they constantly keep people aware of crime and not to leave items in the car – 
even out of sight.  However, the public are still leaving things in cars and so the 
thefts to continue to increase rather than decrease.  Local beauty spots such as 
Alton and Wilton Windmill continue to be major concerns. 
Richard will send Susie posters that can be used by parishes and others to post 
around their areas to deter people from leaving valuables in their cars. 
 

b) Health and Social Care – Dee Nix 
Dee has just updated the PCAP Plan and it highlighted that she is need of some 
assistance.  A number of successful forums were run in 2012 and the intention 
is that they will be run again in order to highlight any issues and try and 
identify resolutions.  If there is anyone who would like to help Dee, then please 
email Susie Brew. 
 

c) Economy – Patrick Wilson 



 

 
 

Alton, Beechingstoke, Burbage, Buttermere, Charlton and Wilsford, Chirton & Conock, Easton, Grafton, Great 
Bedwyn, Ham, Little Bedwyn, Manningford, Marden, Milton Lilbourne, North Newnton, Patney, Pewsey, 

Rushall, Shalbourne, Stanton St Bernard, Upavon, Wilcot and Huish (with Oare), Woodborough, Wootton Rivers 
www.facebook.com/pewseycap 

2014-04-24 Minutes v2 Final  Page 4 of 6 

The AMT benchmarking report is now available – Patrick thanked Dawn Wilson 
for her help in getting this completed.  Anyone at the JSA What Matters To You 
meeting in February will have come away with the impression that the economy 
in and around Pewsey was not favourable, however the data presented was 
already 12 months out of date and the data collected is always a snapshot on a 
day when the data is collected.  The AMT survey is only the very centre of a 
market town, so businesses outside that very specific area (for example the 
petrol station in Pewsey, Salisbury Road Business Park, etc) will not be 
included.  This means that even if one shop is empty, it impacts the statistics 
greatly, i.e.  the report is very sensitive to any change because the area 
included is very small.  The report will be circulated with a summary. 
 
Last year, PCAP funded the Partnership fee for the Pewsey area with 
VisitWiltshire.  The Partnership fee enabled a page to be set up on the 
VisitWiltshire website for Pewsey, which automatically links any local 
businesses who are also registered on VisitWiltshire in the area, enabling easier 
planning of trips.  This funding will be unlikely to happen again due to the 
financial pressures that PCAP will be under and so PCAP will be looking to cover 
the cost of the membership from businesses in the Community Area which is 
expected to be in the region of £10 per business. 
Businesses are reminded that VisitWiltshire are currently going through a 
rebranding exercise and are interested in understanding what Wiltshire means 
to them – there is more information on the VisitWiltshire website 
(www.visitwiltshire.co.uk).  
 
PCAP is planning to co-organise a promotion event for activities and 
accommodation providers with VisitWiltshire at the Pewsey Heritage Centre – 
hopefully in May, but if this is not achievable, then in September.   
 
PCAP is also looking at setting up a service directory for the Pewsey Community 
Area and website – these activities are just kicking off. 
 

d) Transport – Colin Gale 
The main thing currently underway is the Connect2 Bus Consultation – the 
closing date for responses is 13th May 2014.  One of the issues is the 
consultation itself which is only targeting current bus users rather than looking 
at potential bus users. 
There is a Consultation Meeting organised for 7th May at 7pm at Woodborough 
Social Club (you must register for this event if you want to attend – see Pewsey 
Community Matters for information) where questions can be asked about the 
consultation however responses to the consultation must be sent to Wiltshire 
Council, feedback from the meeting will not be used as responses.  PCAP will 
be submitting a response but each Parish Council should submit their own as 
well if they so wish. 
             

e) Planning – Peter Deck 
Peter Deck confirmed that the Wiltshire Core Strategy is still in examination.  
Changes required by the examiner which have now been added, included an 
additional 5000 houses distributed across Wiltshire, but no additional houses for 
the Pewsey Community Area.  He reminded everyone that the numbers in the 
Core Strategy are a minimum number. 
There has also been a change to the affordable housing rules.  Developments of 
five or more houses have to have 40% affordable housing (30% in North 
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Wiltshire).  Developments of 1 to 4 houses now no longer need to contribute to 
a fund for affordable housing elsewhere. 
 

f) Education – Nicola Gilbert 
There was no update from the Education subgroup.  The PCAP plan has just 
been revised and so that will progress as planned. 
 

g) Environment – Carolyn Whistler 
Carolyn Whistler thanked Susie Brew and Peter Deck for the recent wildflower 
planting at Pewsey Library which highlighted how easy it was to do and that it 
can be done in a small space.  Otherwise, the plan has been reviewed and is 
progressing. 
 

h) Culture, Heritage & Leisure – Position Vacant 
Sue Faux was running this part of the plan and very kindly submitted ideas to 
the plan during its recent revision.  Patrick Wilson thanked Sue for her 
contribution to PCAP but now that her Art Gallery and Workshop had moved to 
Marlborough, a new sub-group lead was being sought. 
 

i) Vice Chair Management Group – Patrick Wilson 
The Management Group had finalised the constitution and the PCAP plan. 

 

j) Treasurer’s Report – Vee Thursby 
Patrick presented the finance report prepared by Vee Thursby.  There were no 
issues arising from the Finance report.   
The funding for PCAP going forward is not certain.  Caroline Brailey confirmed 
that all revenue grant expenditure from the Pewsey Area Board is being 
retained for PCAP and will not be allocated to other projects. 
A number of attendees expressed their concern at how PCAP may be funded in 
the future and felt that fundraising through grants or being charity based was 
not appropriate.  Patrick confirmed that we need to demonstrate that PCAP has 
value to the Area Board and parishes. 
 

k) WfCAP Report – Dawn Wilson 
The main issue for CAPs across Wiltshire is that of funding.  Some CAPs are 
looking at charitable status or becoming a Community Interest Organisation – 
the benefit of these statuses is that it give you access to additional funding 
sources.  Some Area Boards are funding or part funding CAPs and others aren’t – 
it is a patchy picture across the county currently. 
WfCAP is renegotiating a new insurance policy to cover CAP meetings, events 
and so on for public liability. 
If anyone is looking for alternative sourcing of funding for a specific event or 
activity, then Dawn is able to help find an appropriate fund. 
WfCAP is a member of AMT and is able to feed information back to parishes. 
MyEnvolve is now live.  Caroline Brailey confirmed that PCAP is currently 
looking into setting up a training session for parishes and other interested 
groups. 

 
9)  Area Board/Council News – Paul Oatway 

Paul Oatway confirmed that considerable funds are available for the road 
maintenance programme.  He has also been notified of a government scheme for 
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individuals affected by flooding of up to £5k and will send further information once 
he has it. 
Paul is concerned about what work will be completed before September when 
floods may be back with us.  Parish Councils should be looking at prioritising the 
worst affected areas. 
Campus progress is going well.  There will be a new pool.  The campus is using 
considerable funds and it is important that there is a transport system in place that 
supports the use of the campus. 
Paul pointed out that Alton Coronation Hall is a good example of the use of the 
funds from the Area Board grant scheme. 
Woodborough and Easton Royal have been put forward for a 20mph speed review. 
AGM’s are coming up around the Pewsey Community Area and Paul will attend all 
the meetings, but because of clashes of dates, he may not be able to stay for the 
duration. 
 
 

10) Items for Next Agenda 
No items were put forward.  
 
The meeting ended at 9:05pm. 
 

Next meeting will be held on Thursday 24th July 2014 at  
Milton Lilbourne Village Hall, The Street, Milton Lilbourne, SN9 5LQ at 7pm  

 
Contact: Susie Brew – PCAP Coordinator pcap@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed ___________________________________________    Date _______________ 

 
Patrick Wilson, Acting Chairman PCAP 

 
 
 
 
Future meetings: 

24th July 2014 – 7pm - at Milton Lilbourne Village Hall 

16th October 2014 – 7pm – at Upavon Village Hall 
 

 


